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Closely examining staged images of Japanese femininity, this study centers on the
mid-Meiji souvenir photography of Kusakabe Kimbei, approaching from the artist’s
perspective while referencing his culture’s visual and traditional practices. The analysis
attempts to construe visual material in its original context using various points of
departure, including the sociocultural significance of the staged models, the visual dis-
play of the photographic models in relation to the visibility problem of Japanese
women in Meiji visual media, and Kimbei’s visual encodings of Japanese femininity.
By means of contextualized analysis, this survey seeks to illuminate the intricate
structure of significations embedded on the visual plane, ultimately demonstrating
how Kimbei’s female images present a locus of multilayered meanings.

www.reimer-verlag.de

240 pages

with 62 illustrations in color
and 63 in black and white,
17 x 24 cm brochure

€ 49,00 (D)

ISBN 978-3-496-01467-6

The author

Mio Wakita is Assistant Professor
at the Institute of East Asian Art
Histories, Heidelberg University;
specialist for modern Japanese art
and visual culture.



Order form

Herewith I order from Dietrich Reimer Verlag - Berliner Straf3e 53 - D -10713 Berlin - Germany -
Fax: +49 (0)30 / 700 13 88 55 - (Distribution in USA and Canada via www.ipgbook.com):

Expl. 978-3-496-01463-8 Wakita / Staging Desires € 49,00 (D)

last name, first name

street, number

ZIP-Code, city

country

date, signature

We accept Master-Card and Visa-Card.



