
 

Table of Contents

PREFACE ...................................................................................................................................  9

INTRODUCTION ...................................................................................................................  13

1 BIZEN WARE TEA CERAMICS.............................................................................  19

1.0 Late Muromachi period .................................................................................................  19

1.1 Momoyama period...........................................................................................................  28
 1.1.1 Early Momoyama .................................................................................................  28
 1.1.2 Late Momoyama ...................................................................................................  32

1.2 Records in Momoyama period tea diaries ...............................................................  46
 1.2.1 Rikyū, Oribe, and Bizen tea wares .................................................................  46
 1.2.2 From waste-water jars to incense boxes .......................................................  48

1.3 Objects versus textual records .....................................................................................  53

2 THE RISE OF BIZEN WARES IN JAPAN ..........................................................  56

2.1 The emergence of new vessel types ...........................................................................  56

2.2 Marks, Ciphers and Seals: Potters, patrons or commissioners? ........................  64
 2.2.1 Marks .......................................................................................................................  68
 2.2.2 Ciphers ....................................................................................................................  76
 2.2.3 Seals .........................................................................................................................  78

2.3 Signs of market protection ............................................................................................  82

3 KILN PATRONAGE AND THE LOCI OF POWER .........................................  87

3.1 Ukita daimyo and Toyotomi Hideyoshi ....................................................................  87
 3.1.1 The Ukita daimyo and Bizen province ..........................................................  88
 3.1.2 Ukita and chanoyu ...............................................................................................  94
 3.1.3 Hideyoshi’s patronage of Bizen wares ...........................................................  98



3.2 The Ashikaga and Urakami .........................................................................................  100
 3.2.1 The Ashikaga shogun and Bizen tea-leaf jars ............................................  101
 3.2.2 The Urakami Sengoku daimyo .......................................................................  106

3.3 Bodaishin’in and the imperial family .......................................................................  108

4  CONCLUSIONS: THE INTRODUCTION OF BIZEN WARES 
INTO THE TEA CEREMONY .................................................................................  113

APPENDICES ..........................................................................................................................  117

A. Bizen wares (12th –17th c.) ................................................................................................  117

B. Collections, sites and records .........................................................................................  139

C. Entries in tea diaries (1549–1615) .................................................................................  141

GLOSSARY OF JAPANESE NAMES AND TERMS ..............................................  147

BIBLIOGRAPHY ...................................................................................................................  157

PLATES ......................................................................................................................................  175

LIST OF ILLUSTRATIONS ...............................................................................................  209


