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Francesca Dell’Acqua, Anthony Cutler, Herbert L. Kessler,
Avinoam Shalem, and Gerhard Wolf (ed.)

The Salerno Ivories
Objects, Histories, Contexts 

The so-called Salerno ivories comprise more than sixty carved plaques da-
table between the eleventh and twelfth centuries, combining Islamic, By-
zantine, Coptic, and western Christian features. They present superb crafts-
manship and display numerous biblical scenes as well as portraits of saints 
and magnificent decorative ornaments. In medieval times as today consti-
tuting one of the most precious and impressive treasures of the Cathedral of 
Salerno, they have attracted the attention of many historians and art histori-
ans, who have tried to contextualize the ivories in the medieval history of 
Salerno, southern Italy, and the Mediterranean. Yet they remain enigmatic, 
as do the many questions concerning their date, place of production, patro-
nage, function, and possible audience. 

The editors 
Francesca Dell’Acqua is Marie Curie Fellow at the Centre for Byzantine, Ottoman, and 
Modern Greek Studies, University of Birmingham (2015  –17).  Anthony Cutler is the Evan 
Pugh Professor of Art History at Penn State University. He is an international expert on 
ivory carving with numerous works. Herbert L. Kessler is Professor Emeritus of Johns 
Hopkins University (Baltimore). Avinoam Shalem is the Riggio Professor of the arts of 
Islam at the Columbia University. Gerhard Wolf is Director of the Kunsthistorisches Insti-
tut in Florenz / Max-Planck-Institut (since 2003) and honorary professor at the Hum-
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